V                                          The learned trio

know that Panini has used many words of both the Kharosti as
well as Persian languages. An inscription by Priyadarsin,, situated
in that region, contains many words of the Kharosti language*
thus proving that the Kharosti was the language spoken by the
people inhabiting that region* Again our knowledge about the
Kharosti chiefs32 who had invaded India, leads us to the same
conclusion* This reign was also under the power of the Persian
emperor for 150 years, during which time many Persian words
must have found their way in the Kharosti language33* TLat
Panini's grammer contains words from both the languages proves
that he was born in Gonard84!.

Chattakya and Varrachi too must have been bora in the
same region, as all the three were pals from their very childhood*

Now we shall try to fix up their time* One writer says85,
"His (Patiini's) time was 350 B* C. according to Bohtalingk,
though Goldstucker and Bhittclarker place him before Buddha".
This means that Panini lived at least before the 3rd century B. C*
Another writer says80 " It is thus evident that the Nand, the
reputed contemporary and patron of Parimi of the popular story
is really Mahanand, (Nand the great). TSranath places Varrtkchi,
the author (df Vibhas under the next reign". '(For confusion about
Mahapadma and Mahlnand, vide the account of Mahapa'dma)*
The above-given statement gives us to understand that both
Pamlnl and Varriichi lived during the reigns of Natida kings* The
confusion which has resulted from the belief that MahSpadrna
and Mahanand were the names of one and the same individual,
has already been explained in the account of Mahapadma,

Keeping in   roind   the   fact   that   Chattakya?   Patkini,
Varrfichi were contemporaries let as'turn to the time of Ctiltiakya*

(3i2) Vide the account of Bactriatas in Vol. Ill for details*

(33)  Cf,   f. B*   no* 22  above, and the 'account   of   Kamboj-Ganctfait   fa
Chapter 111

(34)  Some believe that birth-place of Patafijali too Was Gonarct The fa<3t

Is that his bi-rth place was GaticL

(35)  'Chr. IntL By M. Duff. pp. 7.

(36)  J, 0, B, K. S. pp. 81